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Instructor: Vyshali Manivannan Office Hours: TH 1:30-2:30 
Email: vm275@rutgers.edu Office Location:  CIL 338 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The purpose of this introductory writing course is to develop your skill set for 
journalistic writing, from the foundations up. During the course, you will learn 
basic grammar, syntax, and other fundamentals of writing mechanics; Associated 
Press (AP) style; the basic structure of news writing; and various other approaches 
to news writing in traditional and new media formats. Each genre and style of 
writing for media will be contextualized with assigned readings, lectures, and 
discussions. However, as this is a composition course specialized for journalism 
students, the majority of your time will be spent working on writing exercises and 
drafting assignments, with an emphasis on editing and revision.  
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

1. Identify and analyze characteristics and styles of various forms of media 
writing, both print-based and digital, as well as critically evaluate them. 

2. Research, write, and edit content for diverse forms of media writing. 
3. Write clearly and accurately, with focus, energy, voice, and for specific 

audiences, using the appropriate writing style, conventions, and format (in 
this case, AP style). 

4. Showcase artifacts of media writing that purposely blends text, graphical 
content, and/or multimedia, and adheres to ethics in media writing. 

 
By the end of the course a successful learner will be able to recognize and write 
news articles, PR news releases, arts reviews, data journalism, literary journalism, 
and broadcast news. 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 Stovall, J. G. (2015). Writing for the Mass Media (9th Ed). New York: Pearson.  
Cioffi, F. One Day in the Life of the English Language: A Microcosmic Usage 
Handbook. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 The Associated Press Styleguide and Briefing on Media Law. New York: Basic 
Books (posted to Sakai Resources as a PDF) 
 
All other readings will be provided on Sakai under Resources according to the 
corresponding weeks.  
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GRADING & ASSESSMENT 
 
The grading scale is as follows: 
 

A: 90-100%   C+: 75-79%   F: 0-59%  
B+: 86-89%   C: 70-74%  
B: 80-85%   D: 60-69% 

 
Your grades will be based on the following assignments: 
 

Participation  10% 
Flash Challenges  20%   
Writing Assignments 60% 
Writing Artifact (4/20) 5% 
Final Portfolio (4/27) 5% 

 
Participation is essential to your success in this course. You are expected to pay 
attention, raise pertinent questions, participate in peer review, react to the 
questions raised by your peers and myself, and discuss relevant issues of your own.  
 
Late work will not be accepted. In the event of extenuating circumstances, please 
email in advance of the due date so we can work out a different deadline. 
 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
FLASH CHALLENGES 
In lieu of pop quizzes, you will be given a total of 8 intro writing exercises—one per 
unit—to ensure that you are keeping up with the readings and to assess your grasp 
of the material. Each of these prompts will be themed around the objectives for a 
given unit: mechanics and AP style; media and ethics; print journalism; PR writing; 
data journalism; literary journalism; broadcast news; and digital journalism. 
 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
MISSION 1: THE NEWS STORY 

In which you write a news story using the one-subject, inverted pyramid 
model, of a length of ~350-400 words. 

Zero Draft Due: 2/16 
 
MISSION 2: THE TRADITIONAL PR NEWS RELEASE 
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In which you write a PR news release using the inverted pyramid model, of a 
length of 250-300 words. 

  Zero Draft Due: 2/23 
 
MISSION 3: THE DATA JOURNALISM STORY 

In which you write an article based on conclusions you extrapolate from a set 
of data on college debt, of a length of ~500-700 words. 

  Zero Draft Due: 3/9 
 
MISSION 4: THE ARTS REVIEW 

In which you write a review of a movie, book, album, or stage play, of a length 
of ~400-600 words. 

  Zero Draft Due: 3/23 
 
MISSION 5: THE LITERARY JOURNALISM STORY 

In which you channel your inner New Yorker and write a narrative 
journalism piece on a subject of your choosing, of a length of ~700 words. 
 Zero Draft Due: 4/6 

 
MISSION 6: THE BROADCAST NEWS SCRIPT 

In which you channel your inner Cronkite and Jennings and write the script 
for a 30-second voicer, ~90 words. 

  Final Draft Due: 4/13 
 

Each ungraded Zero Draft (D0) is due on the date of peer review by 11:55pm that 
night.  
 
You will receive comments from your peers and from me, and will revise each 
assignment for your Final Portfolio, for which you will receive individual grades for 
each revised piece and a holistic grade for the entire portfolio. While the zero drafts 
are ungraded, I will assign you a “placeholder” letter grade to indicate where the 
assignment stands as-is. This grade will be displayed in Gradebook but will not be 
finalized until after your Final Portfolio submission. 
 
WRITING ARTIFACT FOR WEB 
Using a web publishing tool like Google Sites, Wordpress, or Wix, you will adapt one 
of your articles to digital media and upload the URL to the Dropbox by 11:55pm on 
4/20. Additionally, you will prepare a 3-5 minute presentation of your artifact and 
explain how you transformed your selected writing for the web, to be shared during 
the showcase on the last day of class. 

Final Draft (URL) Due: 4/20 
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FINAL PORTFOLIO 
The semester will culminate with the preparation of a final portfolio that will serve 
as an anthology of your work in the class. It will include revised versions of the first 
5 zero drafts that you wrote and reviewed during the semester. Each of these 
assignments will be graded individually, and you will receive a holistic grade for the 
portfolio as well. 
 
Your portfolio should include: 

1. Your first five writing assignments (excluding Mission 6), revised and replete 
with “captions” and other extratextual framing; 

2. Up to 10 pages of drafts, flash challenges, transcripts, and/or other news 
writing you think effectively demonstrates your range of skills and 
development as a journalistic writer. 

 
 

COURSE POLICIES 
 
Attendance. Students are expected to attend all classes and to arrive on time, and to 
“attend” discussion boards as well. Missing more than 2 sessions will result in a 
lowered grade, and chronic lateness will be treated as a missed session. Most of our 
class time will be used for discussion, and if you are not present to participate in our 
collective struggle to parse new ideas, you will probably be unable to competently 
evaluate ethics-related situations on exams and in papers.  
 
If you are absent, you must submit all assignments due that day by the deadline via 
email. If you miss class, you are responsible for getting the notes from a classmate, 
as I will not make my notes or lectures available during office hours.  
 
Safe environment. In this class, we will discuss and debate issues many of you will 
have strong opinions about. Although not all opinions are worthy of equal respect, 
all people are. Remember that the first step in a heated debate is not an ad-
hominem attack but a tactic focused on questioning the logic of the speaker’s 
statement. When we disagree in this class, as we inevitably will, we will do so in a 
calm and courteous manner, targeting ideas, not individuals. 
 
Technology. Cell phones should be turned off at the start of class. I allow note-
taking on laptops but do not allow use of Facebook or IM. Twitter is only acceptable 
if we do in-class exercises involving a Twitter backchannel, at which point you will 
be asked to use a particular hashtag and tweet for class purposes only.  
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Accommodations. Students with documented disabilities who wish accommodations 
in this class must do so through the Rutgers Disabilities Services Office @ 
<http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/> 
 
Academic Integrity. Rutgers University takes academic integrity and plagiarism 
seriously, with a detailed policy provided @ <http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/>. 
For a digestible version, please refer to 
<http://wp.rutgers.edu/courses/101/plagiarism_policy/index.html>. Multimedia 
presentations about academic integrity may be found at 
<http://www.scc.rutgers.edu/douglass/sal/plagiarism/intro.html> and 
<http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_understand_plagiarism_1/0.6622,427064-,00.html>. 
For guidance regarding citations, please refer to Purdue’s Online Writing Lab @ 
<https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/>. 
 
Other. You are responsible for becoming aware and following the guidelines 
specified in university policies, procuring information literacy skills needed for 
academic success, seeking advisement when needed, and taking advantage of 
support services.  

http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/
http://wp.rutgers.edu/courses/101/plagiarism_policy/index.html
http://www.scc.rutgers.edu/douglass/sal/plagiarism/intro.html
http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_understand_plagiarism_1/0.6622,427064-,00.html
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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CALENDAR 
*The readings are listed under the weeks they will be discussed. All readings must be completed in 

advance of our class meetings for the purpose of discussion. I will let you know in class or via email if 
I make any changes to this schedule.  

 
 
DATE/READINGS     CLASS WORK   WORK DUE 
 
 
Week 1:  Introduction 
1/17 Course Overview    Author Bios 
 
1/19 Stovall, Ch. 4 (16)     

Walsh, “Literally Speaking” (5) 
 
Week 2: The Fundamentals 
1/24 Williams, “Actions” (19)    

Cioffi, Ch. 1 [45-65] (20)    
 
1/26 Williams, “Characters” (20)   
 Cioffi, Ch. 1 [66-87] (21)     
 
Week 3: Writing for Media & Ethics 
1/31 Williams, “The Ethics of Style”  

(22) 
Stovall, Ch. 12 (13) 
 

2/2 AP Stylebook [335-377] (42) 
  
Week 4: News Writing I  
2/7 Stovall, Ch. 5 (14)     
 
2/9 Schulz, “The Really Big One” (13) NO CLASS 

      
Week 5: News Writing II  
2/14 Stovall, Ch. 6 (12)        Stylebook 

Cioffi, Ch. 2 [88-114] (26)       Scavenger  
           Hunt 
 
2/16 “Getting Response & Revising”  Peer Review   W1D0 

(6) 
Cioffi, Ch. 2 [114-133] 
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Week 6: PR Writing 
2/21 Stovall, Ch. 11 (21)     

Walsh, “The Big Type” (4) 
     
2/23 “Editing & Proofreading” (4)  Peer Review   W2D0 
 
Week 7: Data Journalism I  
2/28 Handbook, “Introduction”      

Booth, “Warrants” (15) 
 
3/2 Handbook, “Getting Data” 

ProPublica, “Docs on Pharma Payroll  
 Have Blemished Records” 
  
Week 8: Data Journalism II 
3/7 Handbook, “Understanding Data” 
 
3/9 Handbook, “Delivering Data”  Peer Review   W3D0 
 Williams, “Cohesion and Coherence”  

(16) 
 
Week 9: Arts Review 
3/21 Review: The Hospital [+clip]  

Cioffi, Ch. 3 (26) 
 
3/23 Review: Beyonce, Lemonade [+clip] Peer Review   W4D0 
 
Week 10: Literary Journalism I 
3/28 Didion, “The White Album”  
 Cioffi, Ch. 6 (32)        
  
3/30 Cioffi, Ch. 4 (33)     
 
Week 11: Literary Journalism II 
4/4 D’Agata, Lifespan of a Fact (3) 

Cioffi, Ch. 5 (34) 
 
4/6 Packer, “Rolling Stone and the   Peer Review   W5D0 
 Temptations of Narrative 
 Journalism     
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Week 12: Broadcast News Writing 
4/11 Stovall, Ch. 8 (20) 

Williams, “Concision” (19) 
  
4/13 Serial, Ep. 1     Peer Review   W6DF 
 
Week 13: Writing for the Web  
4/18 Stovall, Ch. 7 (17) 
 Cioffi, Appendix I (7) 
 
4/20 USA Today, #InTheirWords      Writing  

Walsh, “Holding the Virtual Fort”      Artifact for  
(17)          Web 

 
Week 14: Conclusion 
4/25 “Compiling a Portfolio” (6)  Portfolio     
       Workshop  
 
4/27 Writing Showcase        Portfolio 
 
 
 
 
 


