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Instructor:  Vyshali Manivannan   
Email:   vyshali.manivannan@baruch.cuny.edu 
Office Hours:  W 12:00-1:00     
Office:   8th Floor Cubicles 
     
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course surveys contemporary issues around digital media with an eye to 
spectacular interventions, particularly the ethics and technical practices of trolling 
and hacking, to more broadly examine the value of transgressive activism in the 
digital age. We will explore topics like: control over the Internet; privacy; security 
and surveillance; data mining; free speech and censorship; intellectual property and 
piracy movements; social movements; and trolling and hacktivism as exemplified by 
WikiLeaks, 4chan, and Anonymous. The overall aim of the course is to provide you 
with a critical digital media literacy through analytical discussion geared toward 
developing the lexicon and critical framework necessary to think about these crucial 
developments and issues that redefine how we understand media, culture, and 
communication. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After successfully completing this course, you will have developed critical digital 
media literacy and will be able to analyze contemporary issues in digital media, 
culture, and communication. You will also improve in your ability to evaluate, 
critique, and respond to scholarly and academic discussions of core issues analyzed 
in assigned readings and class discussions. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
All course readings will be posted to Blackboard. 
 
 
GRADING & ASSESSMENTS 
 
The grading scale is as follows: 
 

A: 94-100%   B-: 80-83%  D+: 65-69% 
A-: 90-93%  C+: 77-79%  D: 60-64% 
B+: 87-89%  C: 74-76%  F: 0-59% 
B: 84-86%  C-: 70-73% 
 

Late work will not be accepted. In the event of extenuating circumstances, please 
email in advance of the due date so we can work out a different deadline. 
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Your grades will be based on the following assignments: 
 

Participation   10% 
Take-home Midterm (10/18-23) 40% 
Final Paper (Part I) (11/2) 25% 
Final Paper (Part II) (12/12) 25% 
 

Participation is essential to your success in this course. You are expected to pay 
attention, raise pertinent questions, react to the questions raised by your peers and 
myself, and discuss relevant issues of your own. 
 
Handouts and grading rubrics delineating the parameters and expectations for each 
assignment are located on Blackboard. If you wish to dispute a given grade, notify 
us by email no sooner than 48 hours and no later than 1 week after the assignment 
is returned to you. Please be advised that reviewing your assignment again may 
raise or lower the final grade on the assignment. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
TAKE-HOME MIDTERM 
The midterm will be a take-home, essay format exam. You will have 5 days to 
complete the exam, including a weekend. You must rely on the course readings to 
support your answers. 
 
FINAL ESSAY 
Each student will write a final essay (10-15 pages) that analyzes and explains a 
digital act, artifact, or platform for spectacular transgression related to the material 
covered in the course. You should use 5-10 sources from the class. No outside 
readings are permitted. You will submit your essay in two parts to ensure you begin 
work early enough. Part 1 will include your argument, description of your exhibit, 
and incorporation of 2-5 readings. Part 2 will be the submission of your entire essay. 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
FORMAT 
All work must be typed and double-spaced in Microsoft Word. You are free to use 
your preferred citation style as long as you are consistent. Assignments should be 
submitted electronically to the appropriate Blackboard folder and should be named 
in the following format: <LastnameFirstname-ContemporaryMedia-
AssignmentTitle.doc>. For example, you might submit an assignment with the 
filename: <JonesElizabeth-ContemporaryMedia-ShortPaper1.doc>. 
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ATTENDANCE 
Freshmen or sophomores absent in excess of twice the number of class sessions per 
week will receive a WU grade, which counts as an F. Juniors and seniors may also 
receive a WU grade due to excessive absences or chronic lateness. Attendance, 
lateness, and class participation are all factored into determination of the final 
grade. Please email me in the event of an emergency or if you expect to miss class 
for other reasons. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS. Students with documented disabilities who wish 
accommodations in this class must do so through the Disabilities Services Office @ 
<http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/ossd/disabilityServices.htm>  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. Baruch takes academic integrity and plagiarism seriously, with 
a detailed policy provided at <http://baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html>. 
Multimedia presentations about academic integrity may be found at 
<http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_understand_plagiarism_1/0.6622,427064-,00.html>. For 
guidance regarding citations, please refer to Purdue’s Online Writing Lab @ 
<https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/>. 

OTHER. You are responsible for becoming aware and following the guidelines specified in 
university policies, procuring information literacy skills needed for academic success, 
seeking advertisement when needed, and taking advantage of support services.  

http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/ossd/disabilityServices.htm
http://baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html
http://wps.prenhall.com/hss_understand_plagiarism_1/0.6622,427064-,00.html
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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CALENDAR 
The readings are listed under the weeks they will be discussed. The number of pages is listed in 
parentheticals. I will let you know in class or via email if we make any changes to this schedule. 

 
Week 1: Cunning Intelligence 
8/28  Introduction 
 
8/30 Detienne & Vernant (1991), Cunning intelligence in Greek culture and 

society [1-23] (23) 
  
Week 2: Craft and Craftiness  
9/4 NO CLASS 
 
9/6 Sennett (2008), The Craftsman [pp. 8-11, 50-52, 240-252, 262-265] (20) 

Coleman (2013), “The craft and craftiness of hacking” [93-122] (29) 
 
Week 3: Carnivalesque Transgression 
9/11  Bakhtin (1997), “Carnival and the carnivalesque” (10) 

Hyde (2010), Trickster makes this world [173-199] (14) 
 
9/13 Stallybrass & White (1986), The politics and poetics of transgression 

[1-26] (26) 
 
Week 4: Digital Media and Political Power 
9/18 Bratich (2011), “Kyber-revolts: Egypt, state-friended media, and secret 

sovereign networks” (12) 
Kelty (2005), “Geeks, social imaginaries, and recursive publics” (29) 

 Watch: We Are Legion: The Story of the Hacktivists (2012) 
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OG0wKUipab0> 

  
9/20 NO CLASS 
 
Week 5: Digital Media and Economic Power 
9/25  Andrejevic (2007), “Three dimensions of iCulture” (22) 

Cote & Pybus, “Learning to immaterial labor 2.0” (19) 
 
9/27  Himanen (2001), The hacker ethic [3-19] (16)  
 
Week 6: Modern Tricksterism 
10/2  Harold, “Pranking rhetoric: ‘Culture jamming’ as media activism” (25) 
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10/4  Thomas (2003). Hacker culture [5-15, 27-34, 37-46] (26) 
 
Week 7: Netporn 
10/9  NO CLASS 
 
10/11  Bratich, “Avatar erotics” (10) 

Jacobs, “Make porn, not war: How to wear the network’s underpants” 
(11) 

 Manivannan, “Tits or GTFO: The logics of misogyny on 4chan’s 
Random - /b/” (18) 

 
Week 8: Intellectual Property and Pirate Politics 
10/16 Hesse (2002), “The Rise of Intellectual Property, 700 B.C - A.D. 2000: 

An Idea in the Balance” (20) 
  
10/18 Andersson (2012), “The origins and impacts of Swedish filesharing: a 

case study” (17) 
 
*Midterm Opens 10/18, due 10/23 at midnight to Blackboard 
  
Week 9: Hacktivism, Clicktivism, Slacktivism? 
10/23 Sauter (2013). Distributed denial-of-service actions and the challenge 

of civil disobedience on the Internet [75-96] (21) 
 

10/25 Rintel, “Crisis memes: The importance of templatability to Internet 
culture and freedom of expression” (17) 
Sharma, “Black Twitter? Racial hashtags, networks, and contagion” 
(19) 
 

Week 10: Anonymity and Transparency: 4chan, Anonymous, WikiLeaks 
10/30  Powell, “The WikiLeaks phenomenon and new media power” (5) 

Underwood & Welser (2011), ‘The Internet is here’: Emergent 
coordination and innovation of protest forms in digital culture” (7) 

 
11/1 Knuttila (2011), “User unknown: 4chan, Anonymity and Contingency” 

(13) 
Coleman (2012), “Our Weirdness is Free” (13) 

 
Week 11: (Spectacular) Collective Action 
11/6  Polleta (1999), “‘Free spaces’ in collective action” (26) 
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11/8 Beyer (2014), Expect us: Online communities and political mobilization 
[26-54] (28) 

 
*11/2 Final Paper (Part I) due at midnight to Blackboard 
 
Week 12: (Spectacular) Trolling 
11/13 Coleman (2012), “Phreaks, hackers, and trolls: The politics of 

transgression and spectacle” (20) 
 
11/15 Bakioglu (2009), “Spectacular interventions in Second Life: Goon 

culture, griefing, and disruption in virtual spaces” (21) 
 

Week 13: Ethical Spectacle I 
11/20  Duncombe (2007), Dream [124-134, 152-175] (33) 
 
11/22 Dominguez (2000). Electronic civil disobedience: Inventing the future 

of online agitprop theater (6) 
 
Week 14: Ethical Spectacle II 
11/27 Corman, Josh and Martin, Brian (2011-2012), Building a better 

Anonymous [parts 1-4]. 
<http://blog.cognitivedissidents.com/2011/12/20/building-a-better-
anonymous-series-part-0/> 

 
11/29 Corman, Josh and Martin, Brian (2011-2012), Building a better 

Anonymous [parts 5-8]. <link above> 
 
Week 15: Concluding Themes 
12/4  Catch-up/Writing Workshop 
 
12/6  Catch-up/Writing Workshop 
 
12/11  Catch-up/Writing Workshop 
 
* 12/12  Full Final Paper (Part II) due at midnight to Blackboard 

http://blog.cognitivedissidents.com/2011/12/20/building-a-better-anonymous-series-part-0/
http://blog.cognitivedissidents.com/2011/12/20/building-a-better-anonymous-series-part-0/

