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// com 3057: technicity + logics of control 
a.k.a. Introduction to Digital Communication & Culture 
Prof. Vyshali “Mani” Manivannan 
 
 
<Classroom>: VC 10-165  <Office Hours>: By appointment, 8th fl. 

<Email>: vyshali.manivannan@baruch.cuny.edu 
 
 
// news flash 
You belong here. So do your classmates. You belong here if you are majoring, considering, 
or undecided. You belong here if schools and society have minimized, denigrated, 
shunned you and your community. You belong here if schooling gave you strong, 
dedicated teachers and empowering experiences. You belong here if you are Sikh, Muslim, 
Jewish, Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Secular, Pagan. You belong here if you are white, if you 
are a person of color, or mixed, or if you “pass” as white, or other ethnicities you aren’t. 
You belong here if you are documented, DACAmented, or undocumented. You belong here 
if you are disabled or differently-abled, if you are neurotypical and able-bodied. You 
belong here if you identify as gender non-conforming or LGBTQIA, or if you are still 
learning what those letters mean. You belong here if you grew up speaking the King’s 
English, or Spanish, Arabic, Hebrew, or if you code-switch from English in public to your 
mother tongue at home. You belong here if your father was a professor, or if you were the 
first in your family to receive a high school diploma. You belong here, especially, if you are 
still figuring out what and who you are. Especially if you are here as part of the collective 
endeavor to make classrooms more inclusive, respectful, collaborative, and just.1 
 
 
// description 
This course will introduce you to the major critical methods, policy debates, and 
creative forms involved in contemporary digital media both domestically and 
internationally. Combining methods from the fields of media studies, political 
economy, cultural studies, and textual and visual culture, the course examines a 
variety of case studies and technological platforms to explicate the structures and 
practices associated with contemporary digital media. 
 
 
// objectives 
After successfully completing this course, you will be able to identify, describe, and 
explain the basic theoretical and critical concepts in the field of digital media; present a 
detailed account of the historical context in which these concepts were developed; and 
identify, describe, and explain the major ethical and policy issues in digital media. 
 
                                                 
1 Adapted from Dr. Kerry Enright’s Welcome/Inclusion statements. 
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// required texts 
All required texts are available on our course site on Blackboard. 
 
 
// grading + assessments 
The grading scale is as follows: 
 
A: 94-100%   B-: 80-83%  D+: 65-69%  Participation 20% 
A-: 90-93%  C+: 77-79%  D: 60-64%  Quizzes  10% 
B+: 87-89%  C: 74-76%  F: 0-59%  Midterm  30% 
B: 84-86%  C-: 70-73%     Final   40% 
  
Participation is essential to your success in this course. You are expected to pay attention, 
raise pertinent questions, react to the questions raised by your peers and myself, and 
discuss relevant issues of your own.  
 
Late work will not be accepted except in the event of extenuating circumstances. 
Whenever possible, please email me in advance of the due date so we can work out a 
different deadline.  
 
 
// course policies 
In this class, we will discuss and debate issues you may have strong opinions about. We’ll 
inevitably disagree. Not all opinions are worthy of equal respect, but all people are. 
Remember that the first step in a heated debate is not attacking; it’s questioning the logic 
of the speaker. Target the ideas in specific, incisive ways supported by the course 
readings, not the individuals.  
 
It goes without saying that you’re expected to attend class. If you aren’t present and 
immersed in our collective struggle to parse new ideas, you will probably be unable to 
competently evaluate ethics-related situations in written assignments. Missing more 
than two sessions will result in a penalty of 1/3 letter grade, and chronic lateness will be 
treated as a missed session. Let me know immediately if you have reason to believe you 
may be late or absent beyond this allowance. If you do miss class, you are still 
responsible for any work discussed or due that day.  
 
I don’t police the use of laptops in class, but I do pay attention to how you’re using them. I 
recommend you download at least the syllabus and readings in case Blackboard goes 
down. 
 
Assignments should be submitted electronically to the appropriate Blackboard folder 
and should be named in the following format: <Lastname Firstname COM 3062 
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AssignmentTitle.doc>. For example, you might submit an assignment with the filename: 
<Jones Elizabeth COM3057 Final Paper.doc>. 
 
If you have a documented disability, you should request accommodations through the 
Disabilities Services Office. If you require other forms of assistance, make sure to meet 
with me at the beginning of the semester. 
 
And finally, don’t plagiarize. In addition to Baruch’s integrity policy linked here, you can 
find plagiarism infographics and citation style guides posted on the course site. 
 
 

http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/ossd/disabilityServices.htm
https://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html
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<SCHEDULE OF READINGS2> 
 
// week 1 -- early computing  
> 1/29 Introduction & Overview 
> 1/31 Bush, V. (1945). As we may think [16] 
 
// week 2 -- mapping power 
> 2/5 Galloway, A. (2007). The exploit [9] 
> 2/7 Parikka, J. (2010). Insect media [11] 
 
// week 3 -- decolonizing the digital  
> 2/12 NO CLASS 
> 2/14 Haas, A. (2007). Wampum as hypertext [25] 
 
// week 4 -- material substrates 
> 2/19 NO CLASS 
> 2/21 Kirschenbaum, M. (2012). Mechanisms [23] 
 
// week 5 -- digitality and economic power 
> 2/26 Wilkie, R. (2011). The digital condition [18] 
> 2/28 Kirby, A. (2009). Digimodernism [8] 
 
// week 6 -- immateriality 
> 3/5 Andrejevic, M. (2007). Three dimensions of iCulture [22] 
> 3/7 Cote, M. & Pybus, J. (2007). Learning to immaterial labor 2.0 [19] 
 
// week 7 -- the sociotechnical assemblage 
> 3/12 Manovich, L. (2001). The language of new media [23] 
> 3/14 Sharma, S. (2013). Black Twitter? Racial hashtags, networks, and contagion [19] 
 
// week 8 -- alt.netporn 
> 3/19 Paasonen, S. (2010). Labors of love: Netporn, Web 2.0 and the meanings of 

amateurism [16] 
> 3/21 Pettman, D. (2009). Love in the time of Tamagotchi [21] 
 
## Midterm opens 3/22, due by midnight on 3/29 
 
// week 9 -- fans and amateurs 
> 3/26 Chess, S. (2012). Open-sourcing horror [21] 
> 3/28 Cintas, J. & Sanchez, P. (2006). Fansubs: Audiovisual translation in an amateur 

environment [16] 

                                                 
2
 Readings should be completed in advance of our F2F meeting date. I’ll let you know 
via the course site if I modify the calendar. 
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4/1-4/8 Spring Break 

 
// week 10 -- surveillance 
> 4/9 Millington, B. (2009). Wii has never been modern: “Active” video games and the 

conduct of conduct [21] 
> 4/11 NO CLASS  
 
// week 11 -- preservation 
> 4/16 Burt, R. (2013). Shelf-life: Biopolitics, the new media archive, and “paperless” 
persons [24] 
> 4/18 Burt [cont] 
 
// week 12 -- exit 
> 4/23 Karppi, T. (2011). Digital suicide and the biopolitics of leaving Facebook [17] 
> 4/25 Cox, G. (2010). Virtual suicide as decisive political act [14] 
 
// week 13 -- anonymity 
> 4/30 Auerbach, D. (2010). Anonymity as culture: Treatise [22] 
> 5/2 Knuttila, L. (2011). User unknown: 4chan, anonymity, and contingency [13] 
 
// week 14 -- toxicity 
> 5/7 Risam, R. (2015). Toxic femininity 4.0 [15]  
> 5/9 Mantilla, K. (2013). Gendertrolling: Misogyny adapts to new media [9] 
 
// week 15 -- info-war 
> 5/14  Coleman, G. (2012). Phreaks, hackers, trolls: The politics of digital transgression 

and spectacle [17] 
> 5/16 Aro, J. (2016). The cyberspace war: Propaganda and trolling as warfare tools [12] 
 

Final exam opens 5/17, Due 5/24 by midnight 


